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St. Paul’s Cathedral 
Burlington, Vermont 

 

The Feast of St. Francis & Blessing of the Animals  October 4, 2026 

The Holy Eucharist  10:00 a.m. 
 
Welcome to the Cathedral Church of St. Paul! We are glad you are worshiping alongside us 

today. You are welcome here. All of who you are is welcome here. 
 

If you are new to the Episcopal Church, you may wish to note a few things about our worship style. In general, 
we stand to sing and pray, and to hear the Gospel (the Good News) of Jesus Christ. We sit to hear other 
scripture and to listen to the preacher. You may notice that some people choose, at certain times, to kneel, or to 
make the sign of the cross on their body, or to bow. You may do any, all, or none of those things. Kneelers are 
located under the table in the back of the church, should you wish to use one. 
 

CHILDREN are always welcome in the service, as is their wiggling and whispering, and their need to move and 
explore. There is a children’s activity area in the back of the church for use as needed. Sunday School for 
children aged four through grade eight is available most Sundays after the service, beginning around 11:10 
downstairs. There is no formal nursery, but please feel free to explore the space and how it might meet your 
needs. 
 

COFFEE HOUR is held downstairs after the service most Sundays. Come on down for a cup of coffee and a 
snack and time for getting to know one another. 
 

You can find most everything you need in this bulletin. The MUSIC we sing is found within this bulletin or in 
the blue Hymnal 1982 found either on your seat or in the rack under the seat in front of you.  
 

IF YOU ARE NEW to this community and wish to know more about it or to receive our weekly e-mail 
newsletters, please fill out a green card located on the table in the back of the church and either leave it on the 
table or hand it to the clergy or an usher. We would love to know you more fully! 
 

Finally, a word about COMMUNION (Lord’s Supper, Eucharist) – the bread and wine. The table fellowship we 
experience together is for everyone. Everyone. It is a grace freely given by the one who loves us so very much. 
And it’s for you. 
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The Feast of St. Francis 
Blessing of the Animals 

October 4, 2026 
This service is livestreamed on YouTube 

 

Opening Voluntary: Fanfare on Lasst uns erfreuen (All Creatures of our God and King) Phil Lehenbauer (b. 1960) 
 

The Word of God 
 

 All stand for the Opening Hymn as the choir and clergy enter in procession. 
 Hymn 309  The spacious firmament on high 
  

Celebrant Blessed be the one, holy, and undivided Trinity. 
People Glory to God for ever and ever. 

  

 We sing the Gloria 
 

 
 

Setting  St. Paul’s Communion Service, Peter S. Berton (b. 1968)    
 

 The Celebrant says the Collect of the Day, a short prayer to bring focus to the community’s worship: 
Celebrant God be with you. 

People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray.    Stillness 

 

 O God, source and sustainer of life, we cherish the myriad works of your hands. Water, earth, and 
sky are yours, as are all their inhabitants, wild and tame. We thank you for creatures that nourish 
and serve us, befriend, enrich, entertain, and protect us. May we, who are made in your image, 
care for them well. And may your groaning yet wondrous creation rally and thrive, revealing to 
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all who come after us your wise, redemptive, transfiguring love; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

People Amen. 
 

Hymn  God who made the earth 
 

 

 
Words  Sarah Betts Rhodes (1829-1904), 1870  •  Music  CURA DEI, Donald S. Barrows, (1877-1951) 

  

 

Deacon The Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Deacon Jesus said, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why to you worry about clothing? Consider 
the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil not spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all 
his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is 
alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you – you of 
little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What 
will we wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things and indeed your heavenly  
Father knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. So do not worry about tomorrow, 
for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today. 

Matthew 6:25-34 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord; 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 
 

We remain standing (or sitting or lying down) for the Prayers of the People. The prayers are based on the Canticle of 
the Sun, attributed to St. Francis and complied by St. Mark’s Cathedral, Seattle. 

Intercessor Be praised, O God, through our Brother Sun, who brings the day; 
May we share your radiance. 

People Be praised, O God. 
 

Intercessor Through Sister Moon and the stars; in the heavens you have made them. 
May we see what is precious in your sight. 

People Be praised, O God. 
 

Intercessor Through Brothers Wind and Air, and all the weather, 
by which you give your creatures nourishment. 
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May we comfort those whom the wind and the rain have distressed. 
People Be praised, O God. 

 

Intercessor Through Sister Water; useful, and humble, and precious, and pure. 
May we all be refreshed, our hearts filled with every need. 

People Be praised, O God. 
 

Intercessor Through Brother Fire, through whom you brighten the night. 
Set us aflame with your love for the whole world. 

People Be praised, O God. 
 

Intercessor Through our sister Mother Earth, who feeds us and rules us, 
and produces fruits, flowers and herbs. 

People Be praised, O God. 
 

Intercessor Through brothers and sisters who forgive for love of you, 
for those who endure sickness and trial, and for those who serve the sick, and the needy. 

People Be praised, O God. 
 

Intercessor For our brothers and sisters through time who have died, 
that we may all dwell with you in eternal life. 

People Be praised, O God. 
 

Intercessor Praise and bless our Lord, and give thanks, and serve God with great humility. 
All Amen. 

 

Celebrant We pray, especially, for our beloved animals who have died. We name them now before you. 
Please offer the names of your beloved pets who have crossed over into the next life. 

Let us pray. 
Gracious God, our hearts are filled with the memories of those beloved animal companions who 
have died, especially those we have named aloud and in our hearts. They enriched our lives, and 
we delighted in their company. We will always remember the loyalty and mischief of these animal 
friends, and we will always miss them. May the deaths of these creatures remind us that death 
comes to all of us, and it is the natural end to earthly life. May these pets who have died 
carry on with you forever, until we join them in eternal life. 

All Amen. 
 

The Blessing of the Animals 
 

Celebrant Blessed are you, Lord God of the universe, for all the creatures you have made. You keep them in 
your care and not one is lost from your sight. They glorify you, and each in its own way speaks 
to us of your beauty, your challenge and your love. May we respect them and cherish them for 
they are your gift to us; Bless these animals here present, and every creature far and wide, that 
through them we may better know your will for all Creation. We ask this all in your holy Name. 

All Amen. 
 

 As we sing the hymn(s), clergy will come around to offer a private blessing for your animal who is present in person, 
by picture, in ashes, or in their favorite toy or blanket. 
 

Hymn(s)   
405  All things bright and beautiful 
708 (if needed) Savior, like a shepherd lead us  

 
 

All stand for the exchange of the Peace. 
Celebrant The peace of the risen Christ be always with you.  

People And also with you.    We greet those nearest us with a sign of God’s peace. 
 

 We sit for a word of welcome. 
We sing verse one of Hymn 51 and then hear a Stewardship Moment.  
The Celebrant offers a sentence of encouragement as we consider the offerings of our life and labor to the Lord. 

 

The Holy Communion 
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 Ushers pass a plate to collect offerings for the work of the Church. Electronic giving is available through our website by 
scanning the QR code on the yellow announcements sheet. 
 

 The choir sings an anthem setting of Psalm 8 
O Lord our Governor, how excellent is thy Name in all the world *  thou that has set thy glory above the heavens! 
Out of the mouth of very babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength, because of thine enemies * 
 that thou mightest still the enemy, and the avenger. 
For I will consider thy heavens, even the works of thy fingers * the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained. 
What is man, that thou art mindful of him * and the son of man, that thou visitest him? 
Thou madest him lower than the angels * to crown him with glory and worship. 
Thou makest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands *  
 and thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet; 
All sheep and oxen *  yea, and the beasts of the field; 
The fowls of the air, and the fishes of the sea *  and whatsoever walketh through the paths of the seas. 
O Lord our Governor *  how excellent is thy Name in all the world! 
 

Words  Psalm 8  •  Music  Plainsong, Tone V2, fauxbourdons arr. Gerre Hancock 
 

 The gifts of bread and wine, and the fruits of our labors are brought forward. The Table is set and we sing an Offertory 
Hymn. During the hymn, children and well-behaved pets are welcome to join the clergy at the altar. 

Hymn 424  For the fruit of all creation 
 

 We remain standing for the Great Thanksgiving.  

The Great Thanksgiving: Enriching Our Worship 

 

  

 The Celebrant continues with the prayer, leading to the singing of the Sanctus 
 …Angels and Archangels and all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim 

the glory of your Name: 

 
 

Setting  St. Paul’s Communion Service, Peter S. Berton  
 

 The people stand or kneel as the Celebrant continues. After the words over the bread and wine, we then join in the 
Memorial Acclamation 

Celebrant We acclaim you, O Christ: 

People Dying, you destroyed our death. 
Rising, you restored our life. 
Christ Jesus come in glory! 

  

The Celebrant continues the prayer, which ends 
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Celebrant Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the indwelling of your Holy Spirit, we worship 
you our God and Creator for ever and ever. 
 

People 

 

Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

 

 

 

 
 

All 
The Celebrant breaks (fractures) the bread. After a period of stillness we sing the Fraction Anthem. 

 
 

Setting  St. Paul’s Communion Service, Peter S. Berton  
 

 The Celebrant invites us to share in the Eucharistic feast; The table fellowship we experience together is for everyone. 
The bread may be received directly into your hand, one palm crossed over the other. The wine may be taken by sipping 
from the cup or touching the bread to the cup or by using the small bowl to dip the bread into the wine (this is called 
intinction). Gluten-free wafers are available; please indicate your need at the time you receive Communion.  
Those who prefer not to receive the sacrament may ask for a blessing, crossing arms, fingertips touching the shoulders. 
 

During Communion the choir sings an anthem.  
O holy Jesus, most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
May I know thee more clearly, love thee more dearly, and follow thee more nearly. Amen.  
 

Words A Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester • Music L. J. White 
 

 When all have received and the table is cleared a period of stillness is observed. Then all stand and sing, 
 Hymn 593  Lord, make us servants of your peace 

 

 Bread and wine may be given to a member of the congregation to take to those who are sick or shut in.  
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Celebrant In the name of this congregation I send you forth, bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you 
go (may name aloud) may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood. 

People We who are many are one body, for we all share one bread, one cup. 
 

 Remaining standing, we say this Prayer after Communion:  

Celebrant Let us pray.         Stillness 

All God of abundance, 
you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
you have united us with Christ and one another; 
and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

  

The Celebrant offers a blessing over the People who respond, 
People Amen. 

 
 

The Celebrant sends us forth with these words: 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God.  
 

 The People may remain and listen to the organ music that follows or may leave quietly, so as not to disturb those who 
stay to listen.  

  

Closing Voluntary: The heavens declare the glory of God (Psalm 19)                               Benedetto Marcello (1686-1739) 
 

         
SERVING IN THE LITURGY TODAY 
 

Subdeacon Adam Skiff Lector Liz McFeeters 
Verger Ashley Bolger Chalice Ministers Rose Bacon, Emiry Potter 
Greeter David Turner Ushers Al Carpenter, Lisa Schnell 
Acolyte Mady Lloyd   

The Lord’s Prayer Ambrosian chant; arr. Mark Howe, 1991. Used by permission. 
Affirmation of Faith Words copyright © 1989 The General Secretary, The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia Used by permission. 
God who made the earth 1941 Copyright, 1942, by The Church Pension Fund 
 

MUSIC NOTES 
 

Notes on this week’s music 
Gerre Hancock composed the fauxbourdon verses of Psalm 8 for the Choir of Men and Boys of Saint Thomas 
Church, Fifth Avenue. It is appointed in the lectionary near the celebration of creation as part of the observance of 
St. Francis Day the first weekend each October. In this setting the tenor part continues the plainchant of the 
“simple” verses, while the other parts provide a new harmony. The technique of faux-bourdon, or false bass, began 
in England in the 15th century with the simple three-part harmonization of plainchant by adding two parts singing 
in parallel below it (a fourth and a sixth below the melody). This became more elaborate as musical language 
expanded through the centuries and composers found ways to delightfully harmonize a tune, “hiding” it in an 
inner part. Regarding the communion anthem: St. Richard of Chichester (1197-1253) is supposed to have recited the 
popular prayer ascribed to him on his deathbed, written down in Latin by his confessor. The first English 
translation to use the rhyme ‘clearly, dearly, nearly’ is thought to be one from 1913; the first including the phrase 
‘day by day’ followed in 1931. The prayer became especially popular in America following its adaptation for the 
musical Godspell in 1971. The setting by Louis J. White, a music instructor at Malvern College in England, was 
published in 1947. The closing hymn is based on a prayer attributed to St. Francis. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

The Right Reverend Shannon MacVean-Brown | Bishop of Vermont     

The Very Reverend Greta Getlein | Dean and Rector 

Peter Stoltzfus Berton | Director of Music and Cathedral Arts     

The Venerable Susan F. McMillan | Archdeacon   

Jennifer C. Sumner | Cathedral Operations Manager  

Holly B. Rees | Children’s Formation Coordinator   

 Adam Skiff | Property Steward • Ethan McCabe | A/V Coordinator 

Mark A. DeW. Howe | Canon Precentor Emeritus 
 

Two Cherry Street | Burlington, Vermont 05401 | (802) 864-0471 | www.stpaulscathedralvt.org 

We are on the land which has long served as a site of meeting and exchange among indigenous peoples for thousands of 
years and is the home of the Western Abenaki People. Our Cathedral community honors, recognizes and respects these 
peoples as the traditional stewards of the lands and waters on which we gather. Once taken from the Abenaki people by 
the people of the United States, this land was taken again, during the period of Urban Renewal in the 1970s, from the 
Italian immigrants who had found a welcome on these shores.  We acknowledge that we are guests in this land, and 
pledge to respect and protect the land and waters within our use. 
 


