St. Paul’s Cathedral
Burlington, Vermont

The First Sunday after Christmas  December 27, 2020
10:00 o’clock a.m.
Lessons and Carols
 Merry Christmas to all!
 During this service the People respond using words printed in bold face.
 All are encouraged to sing boldly at home, keeping devices muted.
 In this extraordinary time of pandemic, it is important to remember that scattered though we may be, we are one in our prayer.
 Before the service, the Officiant may make announcements, after which stillness is kept.
We sing hymn 99 in The Hymnal 1982. Please sing boldly at home.
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The shepherds feared and trembled
when lo! above the earth
rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain

4

Down in a lowly manger
the humble Christ was born,
and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn.

Words African-American spiritual 19th cent.; adapt. John W. Work (b. 1901)
Music GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN, African-American spiritual, 19th cent.; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer (1935-2009)

Refrain

Opening Rite
The Officiant says,

Blessed be God: most holy, glorious, and undivided Trinity.
And blessed be God’s reign, now and for ever. Amen.
We join in singing the ancient hymn Gloria in excelsis:

Setting David J. Hurd (b. 1950), from New Plainsong
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The Officiant says a Bidding Prayer,

Dear People of God:
In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once more the message of the Angels,
to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger.
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose
from the time of our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us
by his holy Child Jesus, and let us make our places, wherever we may be,
glad with carols and hymns of praise.
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth,
for the unity and mission of the Church for which he died,
and especially for his Church in our country and in this city.
And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless,
the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn,
the lonely and unloved, the agèd and little children,
as well as all those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother,
and that whole multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh,
and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore.
And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ himself has taught us
saying,
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
May Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life;
and to the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.

The Lessons
Six lessons are read without announcement, each followed by a short period of silence for reflection. After the silence, we join in
singing a hymn or carol.

First lesson: Genesis 3:1-15 Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made.
He said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden”?’
The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden;
but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden,
nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ’
But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes,
and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate;
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and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate.
Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked;
and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.
They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God
among the trees of the garden.
But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are you?’
He said, ‘I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked;
and I hid myself.’
God said, ‘Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?’
The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.’
Then the LORD God said to the woman, ‘What is this that you have done?’
The woman said, ‘The serpent tricked me, and I ate.’
The LORD God said to the serpent, ‘Because you have done this,
cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers;
he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.’
Hymn 100: Joy to the world!
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No more let sins and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found.

4

He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness,
and wonders of his love.

Words Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt. • Music ANTIOCH, G.F. Handel (1685-1759), adapt. and arr. by Lowell Mason (1792-1872)
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Second lesson: Isaiah 61:10 – 62:3 Rejoicing in God’s love and favor
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with
the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks
himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its
shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her vindication
shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall see your
vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the
LORD will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the
hand of your God.
Hymn 92 On this day earth shall ring
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4

God’s bright star, o’er his head,
Wise Men three to him led;
kneel they low by his bed,
lay their gifts before him,
praise him and adore him.
Refrain

On this day angels sing;
with their song earth shall ring,
praising Christ, heaven’s King,
born on earth to save us;
peace and joy he gave us.
Refrain

“Ideo gloria in excelsis Deo!“ is Latin for “Therefore, glory to God in the highest!“
Words Piae Cantiones, 1582; tr. Jane M. Joseph (1894-1929) • Music PERSONENT HODIE, melody from Piae Cantiones, 1582
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Third lesson: Luke 1:26-58 The Angel Gabriel announces to Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.
And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”
But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now,
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great,
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be
no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore
the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her
old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.
For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord;
let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting,
the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a
loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your
greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for
me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the
hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham
and to his descendants forever.” And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned
to her home.
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbors and relatives heard
that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.
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Hymn 265 The angel Gabriel from heaven came

4

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say —
“Most highly favored lady,” Gloria!

Words Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould (1834–1924) • Music GABRIEL’S MESSAGE, Basque carol

Fourth lesson: Luke 2:1-20 Jesus is born at Bethlehem and is worshiped by angels and shepherds
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their
own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of
David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known
to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger
. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard
7

it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered
them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.
Hymn 114 ‘Twas in the moon of wintertime

3

The earliest moon of wintertime
is not so round and fair
as was the ring of glory
on the helpless infant there.
The chiefs from far before him knelt
with gifts of fox and beaver-pelt.

4

Refrain

O children of the forest free,
the angel song is true;
the holy child of earth and heaven
is born today for you.
Come kneel before the radiant boy,
who brings you beauty, peace, and joy.
Refrain

Words Jesse Edgar Middleton (1872-1960), alt. • Music UNE JEUNE PUCELLE, French folk melody, 16th c.

Fifth lesson: Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 In the Incarnation, we are made children of God
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law
until faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came,
so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come,
we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, But when the fullness of time had come,
God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law,
in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children.
And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying,
“Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.
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Hymn 87 Hark! the herald angels

2

Christ, by highest heav’n adored;
Christ the everlasting Lord;
late in time behold him come,
offspring of the Virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail th’incarnate Deity.
Pleased as man with us to dwell;
Jesus, our Emmanuel!

3

Refrain

Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth,
born to give us second birth.
Ris’n with healing in his wings,
light and life to all he brings,
hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Refrain

Words Charles Wesley (1707-1788) • Music MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847); adapt. W.H. Cummings (1831-1915)

Sixth lesson: John 1:1-18 The Word is made flesh
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life,
and the life was the light of all people.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light,
so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light,
but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him;
yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own,
and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name,
he gave power to become children of God, who were born,
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
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(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said,
‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”)
From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses;
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son,
who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
Hymn 82 Of the Father’s love begotten
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Let the heights of heaven adore him,
angel hosts, his praises sing;
pow’rs, dominions, bow before him,
and extol our God and King;
let no tongue on earth be silent,
every voice in concert ring,
evermore and evermore!

Christ, to thee with God the Father,
and O Holy Ghost, to thee,
hymn and chant and high thanksgiving,
and unwearied praises be;
honor, glory, and dominion,
and eternal victory,
evermore and evermore!

Words Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348–410?); tr. John Mason Neale (1818–1866) and Henry Williams Baker (1821–1877), alt.
Music DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, Sanctus trope, 11th cent.; adapt. Piae Cantiones, 1582

The Officiant says the Collect of the Day:

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word:
Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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We sing a closing hymn:

Words John Mason Neale (1818–1866), alt. • Music IN DULCI JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.; harm. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944)

The Officiant says,

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A short voluntary follows.

+

+

+
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